Archives Sued for Release of JFK X-Rays 
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A John F. Kennedy assassination researcher filed suit 
in federal court yesterday in an attempt to force the Na- 
tional Archives to disclose about 200 photographs and 
X-rays of the slain president that have been kept in 


locked files since 1966. 

D. Mark Katz, the Rockville researcher, and the Public 
Citizen Litigation Group alleged in the suit that the Na- 
tional Archives has improperly withheld the material, and 
they maintain that restrictions on disclosure imposed by 
the Kennedy family are legally invalid. The suit maintains 
that the material should be released under the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

Bills in Congress would release material collected by 
committee investigations, but the measures contain an 
focception for autopsy records. On Monday, a Justice De- 
jiartment official said in a letter to Sen. John Glenn (D- 
Ohio) that the department opposed several portions of 
the legislation. A department spokesman said yesterday, 
however, that the administration still supports release of 
the investigation records. 

The National Archives obtained the autopsy photos in 
1966. The Kennedy family transferred the material to 
the government with the proviso that it be kept private 
until the death of President Kennedy's immediate family. 

In the suit filed yesterday, the public interest group 
said that the autopsy photographs and X-rays were made 


by federal employees and thus were federal property and 
should not have been transferred to the Kennedy family. 

Susan Cooper, a National Archives spokeswoman, said 
the government won a similar FOIA suit in 1972, when 
the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that a pri- 
vate individual could not challenge the Kennedy restric- 
tions. However, Theresa A. Amato, a lawyer for Public 
Citizen, said the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals has re- 
jected that court's decision. The Supreme Court has not 
ruled on the issue. 

Some of the autopsy photos sought in the suit have 
been published. Under the terms of the Kennedy restric- 
tions, the archives may grant access to the material to 
“recognized experts in the field of pathology or related 
areas" with approval of the Kennedy family. 

Bob Dreyfuss, a spokesman for Public Citizen, a group 
founded by Ralph Nader, said disclosure of the material 
could help resolve questions about the 1963 assassina- 
tion, including whether the material itself has been tam- 
pered with. 

Melody Miller, spokeswoman for Sen. Edward M. Ken- 
nedy (D-Mass.), told the Associated Press that the family 
considers the photos private but has allowed qualified 
experts and government investigators full access to the 
material. 

“Unrestricted public release of the autopsy materials 
would obviously be very painful to the Kennedy family," 
Miller said. 
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Group sues for JFK photos 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The private advocacy group Public Citizen 
sued the National Archives on Wednesday for the release of more than 250 
autopsy photos and X-rays of assassinated President John F. Kennedy. 
The group told reporters the material could help resolve lingering doubts 
over whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the gunshot slaying of 
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963 in Dallas. 

In the suit, Public Citizen charged the government with wrongfully 
withholding public documents by claiming they are the private property 
of the Kennedy family. “The photographs and X-rays are government 
records,” said Public Citizen attorney Theresa Amato. Neither the 
government nor the Kennedy family, she said, can "deny the public the 
right to see them under the Freedom of Information Act.” 

Founded in 1971 by consumer advocate Ralph Nader, Public Citizen 
pursues a variety of consumer, environmental, public disclosure and 
health-related issues. 
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